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Happy New Year and welcome to 2019! A new year and new opportunities
to stay busy. The club will be fundraising with our Talent Showcase and
supporting our community with the “Animals In Cars” project. Alison will
be asking for your help to support the Talent Showcase and I will ask for
help with my President’s Project.
There is a room full of animals at my house. They all need Woman’s Club
ribbons before they go out to the police cars. If you haven’t heard about it,
we are placing stuffed animals in police cars for times when police do
welfare checks, accident response, etc. any contact the police may have
involving children. Do you stitch? Just some tacking in place is all they
need, but it is a job for willing workers. Let me know if you can help. We
are still accepting stuffed animals to join the project so give me a call if you
have a donation—stuffed and cuddly are the only requirements for these
animals.
At our January meeting we will be collecting food for the Cal Poly student
food bank. Another opportunity to help where help is needed.
Scholarships pay for tuition and books, but food is a separate issue and
there is a definite need. Hopefully, we will have several of our scholarship
recipients tell us about their experiences at college and the new
superintendent of Lucia Mar School District will be our guest speaker.
So we are getting 2019 off to a great start at the club. I hope you will be
able to join us and support our efforts on behalf of people who are less
fortunate than we are. Let me hear from you. I value your opinion regarding
how things are going. See you January 11.
Smiles and Hugs, Toni
DON’T MISS OUR MEETING, FRIDAY, JANUARY 11th, 2019, NOON
Chris Finney and Cindy Moreno and their committee will welcome in the New Year for
our January meeting. They are asking for us to bring canned food and nonperishables for the Cal Poly Food Bank, which helps students get some much
needed help in nutrition while studying and performing all of their extra curricular
agendas. Our program will be hearing from our past scholarship recipients. It’s really a good feeling for
each of us to know that all of our hard work through our year of fundraising really makes such a
difference in these young lives. We’ll also hear from the new superintendent of schools for Lucia Mar
district, Andy Stenson. For lunch, we’ll be enjoying two types of soup, cornbread, and dessert. Please
contact Ellen Bavaro, at (805) 473-2834 for reservation, and if you plan to have lunch, send your check
for $14 to Ellen, at 832 Jennings Dr., Arroyo Grande, 93420.
Items suggested for donation are, Mac n Cheese, Cup of Soup,
canned meats/tuna, soup, crackers, graham crackers, peanut
butter, jar sauces, salad dressing, boxed pasta, cereal, and snack
bars.

PERFORMING ARTS TALENT SHOWCASE
HAPPY NEW YEAR! I hope your holidays were merry and bright and you enjoyed time
with families and friends and neighbors. Our club fundraising continues with our next big
event: Our FOURTH Annual High School Performing Arts Talent Showcase on Sunday, January 27th at
2 PM at the clubhouse. Hopefully we have another wonderful array of talented young performers and I
trust all of you will plan to attend if at all possible. Please remember that our annual Performing Arts
college scholarship is entirely funded through this event so if you can't actually come please plan to buy
at least one ticket (only $10!) to help fund the scholarship and pass that ticket on - our young singers,
dancers and musicians are very inspired by our smiling faces and applause. There will be tickets at the
door so also please remember to publicize this event as much as possible - we always have room for
more! I hope you will also consider baking some blondies, brownies or cookies for our intermission
refreshments and I will have a sign up list for that at the January club luncheon. Any questions or
suggestions? Please call or email me - your input is very valuable and needed! See you soonish.
With love and hugs, Alison.
2019 Resolutions:
Support our fundraising
events. Make a
difference.

Be Happy, Be a friend

*****************************
Moe Boyd is looking for members who might
be interested in working in our new kitchen.
It’s a very important job for the Woman’s
Club, and it has its rewards. Please contact
Moe if you’d like information or would like to
join her crew.
*****************************

There were 52 members
and 4 guests attending
the Gingerbread Tea!

December committee having some
fun getting ready for the Tea. →

t

Some of our members need a gentle reminder about this. It is the only thing we require of our
Woman’s Club members. Each member is assigned to be on a monthly committee. If you are
unable, for any reason, to serve on the committee that you are assigned, you are allowed to trade
with another member. If you do this, please let your committee chairmen know that you are making
the trade. If you are unable to trade, you must send $10 to the club treasurer that month. They are
then able to utilize that money to reimburse the expenses for that event. Please don’t put the cochairs on the spot to have to ask you to reimburse the club…it’s really up to you. This is surely not
too much to ask. And, by the way, working on a monthly committee is a great way to meet and
enjoy the other club members, which sometimes leads to new friendships!

January Birthdays
Elisabeth Koch-Murray
Annette Smith
Vivien McClintock
Deanna Millis
Danielle Salkin
Freddie Newman

7
18
22
23
29
30

December committee: Volunteer Mary
Ann Shoebridge, Laura Vopatek, Mary
Carson, Jenny Durling, Barbara Schieffer,
Barbara Ormsby, Mary Sorensen, Myrna
Brady, Charlie Hanna, Tacy Lee, Joan
Goodall, and volunteer Annette Smith.
Thank you, ladies

December birthday girls: Barbara
Ormsby, Eva McClure, and Bobbie
Clerkin

Our December Gingerbread Christmas Tea was so festive!
It’s been altogether too long since our last Tea, and this
didn’t disappoint us. Thank you to our two past presidents
who did the honors of pouring for us, Deanna Millis and
Karen Lujan. We enjoyed the wonderful Christmas and
Hanukkah music performed by Kindred Spirits. Our
caterers, Carleen and Dagmar laid out the most delicious
sweets and light appetizers…it was amazing! The
December committee wore the new holiday aprons that
Loretta Newman made for the occasion…and everything
was decorated with gingerbread! Opportunity Drawing
winners were Sally Payne and Linda Woodworth, who
each took home $46! Annette Smith & Sandy Ferris each
took home a certificate for a free pie from Coco’s
Restaurant. Bobbie Clerkin and Susan Brazil won
gingerbread houses made by the December committee.
Toni is initiating a new fund raiser,
she’s collecting soft, cuddly stuffed
animals to give to the Arroyo Grande
Police Department, in the name of the
Woman’s Club, to hand out to any small
child who is traumatized at a scene
where the PD are needed. You can
donate a stuffed animal or give a money
donation and help attach ribbons with
the Woman’s Club of Arroyo Grande
printed on the ribbon. Contact Toni for
information.
Moe Boyd thanked members who worked
in the kitchen during the Artisan Faire.
The brave group had to deal with several
power outages during a busy event.
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GROUP NEWS
ART: Mondays, 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. Bring
your art supplies & a sack lunch. All levels
Welcome. Contact: Laura Vopatek, 570-1807

Our good thoughts go out to our
members who need a little
Sunshine.
Get well to Freddie Newman
Congratulations to Laura Vopatek with the
birth of her new granddaughter, Isabel
Get Well, Erin Pope

HAND & FOOT CANASTA #1: 11 a.m.,
third Wednesday of the month. Bring sack
lunch & drink. Contact: Jean Schultz,
(760) 703-2508
HAND & FOOT CANASTA #2: 11 a.m.,
fourth Wednesday of the month. Bring sack
lunch & drink. Contact: Gretchen Weckstein,
473-1366.
HAND & FOOT CANASTA #3: 10:30 a.m.,
fourth Monday of the month. Bring sack
lunch & drink. Contact: Gretchen Weckstein.
CRAFTS: 9:30 a.m. third & fourth Wednesdays. Contact: Karen Lujan, 489-2895.
MEXICAN TRAIN: 10:30 a.m. third Friday of
the month. Contact: Karen Thomas, 473-0303
MAH JONG: third Monday of the month, 10:30
a.m. Contact: Mary Weeks, (775) 721-4747.

Please contact Pat Lombardini, (805) 489-4869
if you know someone who needs a little sunshine. Anyone who has extra cards to donate
to Pat would be appreciated.
Many thanks to City of Arroyo Grande’s project
manager, Jill McPeek, Recreation Supervisor,
Sheridan Bohlken, former Recreation Supervisor,
John Rogers, and Bill Robeson, the Public Works
director who have worked with the Woman’s Club
to accomplish the new kitchen and now, put in our
new patio. The personalized bricks will be
installed December 26th. We started the project in
2012, and we’re done in 2018.
Thank you to all of our members who supported
these goals by buying bricks, helping with fund
raisers, and believing in us. Thank you to my
committee, Cindy Moreno, Laura Vopatek and
Elisabeth Koch-Murray…we did it! We are very
proud!
Mary Carson

